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in the complete loss of independence. National unity and
equality were exaggerated to such a degree that liberty was wiped
out, and the nation was degraded to a mere machine producing
power. National separateness or prestige have frequently been
stretched so far that liberty and unity were jeopardized or
destroyed. History shows that many national movements have
defeated their own aims and have become destructive for the
nations concerned. Nationality is full of latent antinomies, i.e.
possible conflicts between its principles. The religious revolution
of the sixteenth century aimed at liberty, but in a large part of
Europe it led to great intolerance and the rise of despotism, and
the religious wars almost destroyed national unity. The French
Revolution overthrew absolutism, but soon anarchy paved the
way for the despotism of Napoleon and the rise of nationalism.
In our time the antinomian tendency inherent in nationality has
expressed itself in the policy of isolationism which corresponded
to the principle*of absolute national independence but resulted
in the total loss of independence of many nations.
Besides the general spirit of an age, the ideology of every
nation has given a special sense to the principles implied in
nationality. The meaning of political liberty, for example, was
not always and everywhere the same. Modern German nation-
alists deny that England and France have anything like real
freedom. In their eyes only the Germans are a free nation, and
their ideology teaches the dogma that real freedom means sub-
mission to the leader. Hitler boasts of having restored German
freedom, though the rest of the world is inclined to call the state
of the German people slavery. The ideas of originality and
prestige too have shown the greatest variations. In some nations
it is assumed that national individuality is compatible with the
fundamental unity of morality, just as individuals may show
differences of character and education and still recognize certain
common standards of conduct. Some German .romanticists,
however, have contended that each nation has quite different
ideals, even in morality, and modern nationalists have alleged the
innate, indelible and fundamental racial diversity of nations.
The spokesmen of many nations believe that the national prestige
depends on their social and cultural achievements, on their success
in establishing a peaceful and progressive system of government,
while others cannot conceive of any other prestige than that oif
power and domination. In former times the Germans were
proud of being called by foreign students of their civilization the
people of poets and thinkers, while now the children in Nazi